Missouri Compromise (Clay)

· Preserve the balance of Congress (free or slave)

Missouri admitted as a slave state

Maine (formally Mass.) admitted as a free state

Part of Louisiana Purchase would be divided by 36 30’(southern boundary of Missouri)

· North was free

· South was slave
Wilmot Proviso (David Wilmot Pa.)

· Forbid slavery forever in any territory acquired from  Mexico

· Passed by in House defeated in Senate
Free Soil Party (Liberty Party) 1848

· Opposed slavery in territories

· Van Buren (Free Soil Party)

· Cass (michigan) Democrat

· Zachary Taylor (Whig)

· Millard Filmore V.P.
Compromise of 1850 (Clay)

1. California free state

2. Southwest territory be open to popular sovereignty

3. Slave trade would be abolished in the District of Columbia

4. Congress passed a stronger Fugitive Slave Law

· Required all citizens to help catch runaway slaves

· Citizens who let slaves escape would be fined and jailed
The Crisis Turns Violent

· Uncle Tom’s Cabin

· Harriet Beecher Stowe 1852

· 1st novel to sell million copies

· novel showed the evils of slavery and the injustice of the Fugitive Slave Law
Kansas Nebraska Act (1854)

· Stephen Douglas

· Repealed the Missouri Compromise

· Popular sovereignty

· Conflict over Kansas

· Northerners encouraged people to move to Kansas (influence vote)

· New England Emigrant Aid Society sent 650 settlers to Kansas

· Missourians sent people for the southern vote

· Vote showed proslavery won (northerners complained)

· Bleeding Kansas

1. A mob of Missourians charged into Lawrence Kansas, looted and 
burned houses, threw printing press into river and bombed a hotel.

2. John Brown, antislavery agitator murdered 5 proslavery settlers at Pottawatomie Creek.

3. Charles Sumner (Mass.) delivered a speech against slavery. Preston Brooks attacked Sumner with cane
Dred Scott Decision

· Slave from Missouri

· Owner took Scott to Ill. (free state) and then to Minnesota

· Owner eventually returned to Missouri

· Owner died

· Scott sued for freedom

· 2 questions


Was Scott a Missouri citizen with the right to bring suit?


Had Scott’s residence in a free state or terr. Make him free?


Supreme court ruled “no” to both questions
Senate Race 1858    (Lincoln vs Douglas Debates)

· Senator Stephen Douglas

· Loved to argue (belligerent)

· Defender of popular sovereignty

· Freeport doctrine

· Abe Lincoln

· 6 ft. tall

· tall and lanky

· good sharp legal mind

· believed blacks and whites may not be equal but deserve the same rights
· Election of 1860

· John Breckinridge (Kentucky) southern Democrats

· Stephen Douglas (Ill.) northern Democrats

· John Bell (Tenn.) Constitutional Union party

· Abe Lincoln (Ill.) Republican party  Wins

· John Crittenden (Kentucky)


introduced a bill to extend the Missouri Compromise line to the 
Pacific Ocean


received little support
· Secession

· South Carolina (December 20,1860)

· 1st to secede from Union

· February 1861

· Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas

· The Confederacy

· Jefferson Davis (President)

· Lincoln Inaugural Address (March 4,1861)


Preserve the Union Avoid war

